Book Review

Rubin, Richard E. Foundations of library and
information science. Fourth edition. London:
Facet Publishing, 2016. xviii, 628 p. ISBN 9781-78330-084-6. £54.95.
Richard Rubin who is retired since 2013, worked for many years at Kent State University, heading its
library and information science school and later the online education. But even after retirement he
continues working for library and information science and has created another edition of
Foundations of library and information science.
The book first published in 1998 has become an internationally known, classical textbook. Two
publishers can be found under two differently designed covers of the book (Facet Publishing and
Neal-Schuman), but I could not find any detectable differences in their contents. However, I have an
edition published by Facet Publishing on my desk.
Most probably, the experienced researchers will not discover anything remarkable or innovative in
the text of this book. It processes and presents the research that is already done and known to those
who are working in the field. I must admit that at the start of the book I was somewhat taken aback
by obvious simplicity of the approach. However, the pragmatic approach to increasing the level of
complexity in presentation and studies became apparent when reading further chapters. The
pragmatism is evident not only in the presentation of study material, but also allows the author to
mix approaches, theoretical frameworks and methods in a most unexpected ways. Just as I was
about to be dissapointed that some approach or a theory is missing from the book and not being
given the rightful place, it appears on the pages and throws a different light, for example, on
information behaviour studies.
It has served as an introduction to information science and librarianship for over eighteen years
already and it can be said that the fourth edition is a good sign of serious testing by teachers and
students. Several generations of librarians were learning from this book most probably not all over
the world but in many library and information science schools.
Looking through different editions one sees the changes introduced not only by the author, but also
by disturbing times, through which libraries have lived their complicated modern history. In
comparison with the first edition, the changes are obviously quite substantial. But even if we look at
the third edition, we can see improvements in structure and contents.
The structure of the fourth edition is building more consequentially on the logic that moves the
content from more general to more specific issues and gives more prominence to library as an
institution and transformations of it. The revised and renewed parts include account of digital
technologies and devices that were not present earlier and describes the influence of social
networking on library work. There is also an introduction to the changes caused by the arrival of ebooks and mass digitization. The author discusses all troubles and benefits that this brings to
libraries and confusion that e-books produce in the whole book circuit. New tools for knowledge
organization can also be added to these technological topics that have broadened the content of the
book.
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There are additions and updates practically in each chapter. Embedded librarianship emerges as a
part of renewed library institution, the growth of licenced content in collections becomes an integral
part of library stocks. The iSchool movement receives quite a prominent place in chapter on the
Evolving profession. Privacy protection part is updated with quite recent literature, but the new role
of libraries related to bibliometric measurements of scientific output is not discussed.
To some extent the performed revisions and the choice to ommit something may be explained by
the prominence of issues in American libraries. As of course, the text-book is oriented towards
American library and information science schools. Therefore some of the chapters should be used
with great care and critical eyes as they relate exclusively to the American context or American
perspectives. The examples can be the parts on library education and legal aspects of library work. I
do not intend this comment as any kind of criticism, just the warning to the users of the text-book
outside the United States.
The style and the language of the book are accessible and friendly to the beginners of library and
information studies. It is easy to orient in a rather big volume through the main chapter structure,
headings inside chapters and with the help of an index at the end.
There are not many features supporting the learning process apart from short summaries of
contents and selected readings sections following the references at the end of each chapter.
It is inevitable that an introductory textbook to a large professional and study area is lacking in
depth. There may be other authors writing a different text-book from a different perspective and
laying other emphasis on other topics. But I think that this one will serve its purpose just as well as
the first three editions.
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